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 THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PERTH EAST 

By-Law Number 72-2020 

Being a By-law governing signs in The Corporation of the Township of Perth East 

Passed the 15th day of December, 2020 

WHEREAS Section 11(3)(7) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended (the “Act”), 
provides authority to a lower-tier municipality to pass by-laws respecting matters within the sphere 
of jurisdiction of structures, including fences and signs; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Perth East deems it advisable 
to pass a by-law to regulate signs within The Corporation of the Township of Perth East; 

NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PERTH 
EAST HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE 1 
TITLE AND SCOPE OF SIGN BY-LAW 

1.1 Short Title 

1.1.1 This By-law may be cited as the “Sign By-law”. 

1.2 Scope 

1.2.1 The provisions of this By-law shall regulate the location, size, number, 
construction, Alteration, Repair, and Maintenance of all Signs within the limits of 
The Corporation of the Township of Perth East. 

ARTICLE 2 
DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION 

In this By-law: 

2.1 “Abandoned Sign” means a Sign Erected on Property which becomes vacant or 
unoccupied for a period of ninety (90) days or more, or any Sign Displayed for more than 
seventy-two (72) hours after a time, event, or purpose, for which the Sign is no longer 
applicable. 

2.2 “Adult Entertainment Parlour” means any premises, or part thereof, in pursuance of any 
trade, calling, business, or occupation, for the purpose of a live performance, exhibition or 
activity designed to appeal to erotic or sexual appetites or inclinations, and includes, 
without limiting the generality of the foregoing, uses wherein a principal feature or 
characteristic is the nudity or partial nudity of any person, and in respect of which the word 
“nude”, “naked”, “topless”, “bottomless”, “sexy”, or any other word, picture, symbol or 
representation having like meaning or implication may be used in any Sign, advertisement, 
or advertisement device, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, includes any 
performance, exhibition, or activity involving striptease dancers, go-go dancers, exotic 
dancers, table dancers, wet clothing contests or best body parts contests. 

2.3 “A-Frame Sign” means a rigid, free-standing, moveable sign (not fastened to the ground 
or a structure) and includes information on one or both sides. 

2.4 “Agricultural Use” means a use of land, Building or Structure for the purpose of animal 
husbandry, bee-keeping, dairying, fallow, field crops, forestry, maple syrup production, 
fruit farming, horticulture, pasturage, poultry-keeping, or any other farming use, and 
includes the growing, raising, packing, treating, storing, and sale of produce on the 
premises. 

2.5 “Alter” (including “cause to Alter”, “Altered”, “cause to be Altered” and “Alteration”) 
means any change to Sign or Sign Face, including the addition, deletion, or re-
arrangement of parts, but does not include: 

(a) the rearrangement of numerals, letters, or Copy applied directly to the existing Sign 
Face specifically designed and intended to be periodically arranged; or 

(b) Maintenance, including replacement of identical components, as required or 
permitted by this By-law. 
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2.6 “Animation”  means a Sign depicting action, motion, and light or color changes through 
electrical or mechanical means. 

2.7 “Approved” means approved by The Corporation of the Township of Perth East. 

2.8 “Awning” means a space-frame system covered with non-rigid materials designed in a 
moveable, retractable, or fixed position, which is attached to, and projecting from a 
Building or Structure, but not forming an integral part thereof. This definition does not 
include a Canopy. 

2.9 “Banner Sign” or “Flag Sign” means a Sign made from non-rigid, lightweight material, 
which is secured or mounted to the ground, a building or other structure by its ends or 
corners. A Banner can also be a Flag or other piece of cloth bearing a symbol, logo, 
slogan or other message and attached to a pole. This definition does not include an 
Awning, Window, or Inflatable Sign. 

2.10 “Billboard Sign” means a ground or wall Sign, which has Copy fastened in such a manner 
so as to permit its periodic replacement, which is owned and Maintained by a Person 
engaged in the rental or leasing of the Sign Face Area for advertising goods, products, 
services or facilities that are not present or sold on the Property on which the Sign is 
located. 

2.11 “Building” means any Structure, whether temporary or permanent, fixed to or supported 
by the soil and which is designed, use, or intended to be used for the accommodation, 
storage, or shelter of persons, animals, or chattels. A Building shall not include a boundary 
wall, fence, retaining wall, head stone, or Sign.  

2.12 “Building Façade” means an exterior Building Wall facing a Street, facing a parking area 
located on the same Lot and/or any other Building Wall having a main pedestrian entrance. 

2.13 “Building Frontage” means the horizontal distance, measured at Grade Level, along a 
Building Wall that faces a Street or that faces a parking area located on the same Lot. 

2.14 “Building Setback” means the horizontal distance, measured at the right angles, from a 
Lot Line to the closest wall of any Building or Structure on the same Lot, all as set out in 
the Zoning By-law. 

2.15 “Building Wall” means an exterior wall of a Building that encloses the Structure. 

2.16 “Canopy” means a roof-like Structure, unenclosed by Building Walls and designed to 
provide shelter for goods, materials, equipment, people, or vehicles. It may either project 
outward from a Building Wall or be freestanding. This definition does not include an 
Awning. 

2.17 “Canopy Sign” means a Sign with Copy affixed flat on the surface of a Canopy or hanging 
from the underside of a Canopy where such Copy does not extend beyond the limits of 
such Canopy. 

2.18 “Changing Copy Area” means the Copy Area on a Sign Face permitted for electronic 
and/or manual changing copy. Although the percentage of permitted Changing Copy is 
based on the calculations for the Maximum Total Sign Face Area, the Total Sign Face 
Area allowable does not have to be Erected or Displayed.  

2.19 “Clearance” means the vertical distance measured between the lowest part of a Sign and 
the Grade Level or other surface immediately located below the Sign. 

2.20 “Commercial Use” means the use of land, buildings, or structures for the purpose of 
buying and selling commodities, and/or supplying of services, but does not include 
industrial uses. 

2.21 “Construction Site Sign” means a Sign that provides information about the builder and 
trades and/or the Building or Structure currently under construction or proposed to be 
constructed and shall be removed upon completion of the project. 

2.22 “Conversion” means the conversion of dimensions and measurements provided in this 
By-law where one (1) metre is equivalent to 3.28 feet and one (1) square metre is 
equivalent to 10.764 square feet. 

2.23 “Copy” means all letters, numerals, symbols, images, and characters Displayed upon, 
against or through a Sign Face. 
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2.24 “Copy Area” means the area, which encloses the letters, numerals, symbols, images, or 
characters, conveying a message. 

2.25 “Council” means the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Perth East. 

2.26 “County” means The Corporation of the County of Perth. 

2.27 “Daylight Triangle” means an area formed by measuring from the point of intersection of 
Lot Lines abutting a street on a corner lot, 9 metres along each such Lot Line abutting the 
street and joining such points with a straight line. The triangular-shaped land area between 
the intersecting Lot Lines abutting a street and the straight line joining the points 9 metres 
along said Lot Lines is the Daylight Triangle. 

2.28 “Development Project Sign” means a Sign that advertises a proposed development and 
may include the name of the project, the name of the contractors, architects, engineers, 
information and personnel related to the project and shall be removed upon completion of 
the project. 

2.29 “Directional Sign” indicates directions to be followed and shall be located on the property 
to which it relates. It may include instructions or warnings for the control of vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic, and entry and exit signage. 

2.30 “Display” (including “cause to Display”, “Displayed”, or “cause to be Displayed”) 
means to attach, construct, exhibit, or locate any Sign. 

2.31 “Election Sign” means a Sign that promotes the election of a political party or a candidate 
for public office in a federal, provincial or municipal election or is used in a referenda or a 
plebiscite in the federal, provincial, or municipal context. 

2.32 “Electrical Distribution Lines” means any overhead or underground wires used to 
distribute electrical power. 

2.33 “Electronic Changing Copy Sign” means an electronically and/or computer controlled 
Sign, or that part thereof, which Displays Illuminated Copy and graphic information in a 
pre-arranged sequence for continuous scrolling or flashing display or other form of 
Animation. 

2.34 “Erect” (including “cause to Erect”, “Erected”, “cause to be Erected” and “Erection”) 
means to attach, Display, build, construct, reconstruct, locate, or relocate any Sign. This 
definition does not include Copy changes on any Sign Face or Maintenance. 

2.35 “Existing” means a Lawful Sign that exists on the effective date of this By-law, unless 
otherwise provided by this By-law. 

2.36 “Exterior Sign” means any Sign Erected or Displayed outdoors or any Sign Erected or 
Displayed inside a Building and intended to be visible from the outdoors. 

2.37 “Fascia Wall Sign” means a Sign, which is painted on, affixed to and/or supported by an 
exterior Building Wall and Erected or Displayed in a predominantly parallel manner to that 
Building Wall.  This definition does not include a Banner Sign. 

2.38 “Flag Sign” see “Banner Sign” 

2.39 “Frontage” means the distance measured on a horizontal plane along the Front Lot Line, 
between the Side Lot Lines. 

2.40 “Grade Level” means the elevation of the sidewalk on the Public Road Allowance 
measured at a point that is closest to the Sign. Where there is no sidewalk on the Public 
Road Allowance, Grade Level shall mean the elevation of the ground measured at a point 
2.0m from the Building Façade on the Lot to which the Sign relates.  

2.41 “Ground Sign” means a Sign that is Erected on, or anchored in, the ground and is not 
attached to any Building or other Structure. 

2.42 “Ground Storey” means the Storey with its floor closest to Grade Level and having its 
ceiling more than 2.0m above Grade Level. 

2.43 “HA” means hectare. One (1) hectare is the equivalent of 2.471 acres (wherein one (1) 
acre is equivalent to 0.405 hectares or 43,560 square feet). 
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2.44  “Illumination” (including “Illuminate” and “Illuminated”) means lighting of a Sign in 
whole or in part by artificial means and under: 

(a) External Illumination: the Sign reflects light from a light source intentionally directed 
upon it; 

(b) Flashing Illumination: the Illumination is varied or perceived to vary in intensity or 
design at periodic intervals; 

(c) Internal Illumination: the Sign is Illuminated by light emitted from within the Sign 
Face; 

(d) Non-illuminated: the Sign is not Illuminated, and neither has an External 
Illumination nor an Internal Illumination; 

(e) Projected Illumination: the Sign or image is projected onto a surface from a light 
source intentionally directed upon the surface. 

2.45 “Inflatable Sign” means a Sign designed to be inflated and tethered to the ground, a 
Building or any other Structure. 

2.46 “Lawful Sign” means a Sign that complies with the applicable regulations of this By-law 
and with the applicable regulations of the governing By-law in effect when the Sign Permit 
was issued for the said Sign. 

2.47 “Lot” means: 

(a) a parcel of land or contiguous parcels of land under one ownership, having 
frontage on a public street and which is described in a deed or other document 
legally capable of conveying an interest in land and which is on record in the Land 
Registry Office No. 44; or 

(b) a parcel of land shown as a whole lot or block on a registered plan of subdivision 
within the meaning of the Planning Act, but a registered plan of subdivision for the 
purpose of this paragraph does not include a registered plan of subdivision which 
has been deemed not to be a registered plan of subdivision under a by-law passed 
by the Council pursuant to the Planning Act. 

For the purpose of this definition, no parcel or tract of land ceases to be a Lot by reason 
only of the fact that a part or parts of it has or had been conveyed to or acquired by the 
Township, Her Majesty in Right of Ontario, or Her Majesty in Right of Canada. 

2.48 “Lot Area” means the total horizontal area within the boundary lines of a Lot. 

2.49 “Lot, Corner” (including “Corner Lot”) means: 

(a) a Lot situated at the intersection of two (2) or more streets, or a Lot abutting on 
one (1) or more parts of the same street, in which an interior angle of less than 135 
degrees is contained, between the front and side Lot Lines abutted by the said 
street or streets; or 

(b) a Lot situated on the curve of a street where the angle of intersection of the 
projection of the tangents of the street line does not exceed 135 degrees and for 
which the corner of the Lot shall be deemed to be the corner point of that part of 
the arc of the street line upon which the Lot abuts.  

2.50 “Lot Frontage” means the horizontal distance between the side Lot Lines of a lot 
measured along the front Lot Line of said lot. Where the front Lot Line is not a straight line 
or where the side Lot Lines are not parallel, the lot frontage is to be determined by 
measuring the length of a line that is parallel to, and located at the required front yard 
distance of the zone from, the cord of the lot frontage established by joining the two (2) 
points where the side Lot Lines intersect the front Lot Line. 

2.51 “Lot Line” means any boundary of a lot or the vertical projection thereof. 

2.52 “Maintain” (including “Maintenance”) means anything done to preserve, restore, or 
Repair a Sign according to the regulations of this By-law. 

2.53 “Manual Changing Copy Sign” means a Sign, or that part thereof, on which the Copy 
can be periodically changed or rearranged by manual means. This definition does not 
include a Billboard Sign. 
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2.54 “Mural” means an artistic painting, illustration, or decoration, which is applied to the 
exterior wall of a Building and which is not, or not intended to be, graffiti or a Sign as 
defined in this By-law. 

2.55 “Occupancy” means the premises occupied by a single use, Owner, or tenant, which has 
a separate entrance directly to the outdoors or to an indoor walkway or hallway shared 
with other occupancies. 

2.56 “Owner” means a person in lawful control of the Property, Building, Occupancy, Sign, or 
other Structure or portion thereof under consideration. 

2.57 “Parapet” (including “Parapet Wall”) means that portion of a Building Wall, which rises 
above the roof level of the Structure. 

2.58 “Park, Public” (including” Public Park”) means a recreational area owned and controlled 
by the Township or by any board, commission, or other authority established under any 
statute of the Province of Ontario, or any religious, charitable, or philanthropic 
organizations. 

2.59 “Parking Area” means an area, whether covered or uncovered, which is provided for the 
temporary parking of licensed motor vehicles and may include ingress and egress 
driveways, aisles, and parking spaces. 

2.60 “Parking Lot, Commercial” means a privately owned Parking Area located on a Structure 
for which the provision of parking spaces is required, for profit or gain. 

2.61 “Parking Space” means an area on a lot on which a licensed motor vehicle or horse drawn 
vehicle may be parked, which area: 

(a) is provided for the temporary parking or storage of one motor vehicle other than 
for the purpose of offering commodities or goods for sale or display; 

(b) is adequate for the temporary parking or storage of one motor vehicle and may be 
located within a private garage, Building, carport, or covered area; and 

(c) has adequate access to permit ingress and egress of a motor vehicle from a street 
by means of driveways, aisles, manoeuvering areas or similar areas, no part of 
which access is to be used as Parking Space as defined herein. 

2.62 “Person” (including “Persons”) means any individual, association, proprietorship, 
partnership, association, syndicate, company, corporation, firm, authorized agent, trustee 
and the heirs, executors or other legal representatives, or any combination of the foregoing 
to whom the context of this By-law can apply according to law. 

2.63 “Portable Sign” or “Mobile Sign” means a Sign designed to be readily moved from one 
location to another with changeable type and which does not rely on a Building or fixed 
foundation for its structural support.. This definition includes signs attached to, or painted 
on, trailers or vehicles if such trailer or vehicle is not used a regular means of transport. 
This definition also includes a T-frame Sign, but does not include an A-frame Sign. 

2.64 “Poster Sign” see “Temporary Poster Sign” 

2.65 “Private Property” means Property, lands, or Buildings owned by a Person, other than a 
Public Authority. 

2.66 “Projecting Wall Sign” means a Wall Sign attached to and projects out horizontally from 
an exterior wall of a Building in a predominantly perpendicular manner. 

2.67 “Property” means a Lot which has specific boundaries and which is capable of legal 
transfer, and can be classified as either Public Property or Private Property. 

2.68 “Public Authority” means the Township, the County, the Provincial Government, the 
Federal Government, and any board, commission, committee, or body established or 
exercising any power or authority under a statute of Canada or Ontario with respect to any 
of the affairs or purposes, including school purposes, of the Township. 

2.69 “Public Property” means Property, lands, or Buildings owned by the Township, a Public 
Authority, local board, or utility, as defined in the Municipal Affairs Act, R.S.O. 1990, 
c.M.46, as may be amended from time to time. Public Property also includes a Public 
Road Allowance. 
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2.70 “Public Road Allowance” means all allowances for roads made by the Crown surveyors, 
all highways laid out or established under the authority of any statute, all roads on which 
public money has been expended for opening them and roads dedicated by the Owner of 
the lands to public use; including the curb, shoulder, sidewalk and landscaping where 
applicable. A Street is a Public Road Allowance for the purposes of this By-law. 

2.71 “Real Estate Sign” means a Sign that advertises the sale, rent or lease of the property 
on which it is located. 

2.72 “Real Estate Open House Directional Sign” means a Sign, which is intended to direct 
a Person to a Building or Property offered for sale, rental or lease. 

2.73 “Repair” means anything done to preserve, restore or Maintain the Sign according to the 
regulations of this By-law. 

2.74 “Roof Sign”  means any of the following: 

(a) a Sign Erected on or located wholly above the roof of a Building; 

(b) a Sign Erected, constructed, attached to or located wholly or partially above the 
Parapet Wall of a Building; 

2.75 “Second Storey” means the Storey directly above the Ground Storey. 

2.76 “Sign” means any visual medium, including its Copy, structure and other component parts, 
which is used or capable of being used to attract attention to a specific subject matter, 
other than itself, such as, but not limited to, an activity, business, event, facility, institution, 
object, organization, person, place, product or service. 

2.77 “Sign Face” means that portion of the Sign, excluding the supporting structure, borders, 
and frames, upon which, against, or through which Copy is Displayed or is capable of 
being Displayed. Further: 

(a) “Single Sign Face” means a Sign having only one face plane. 

(b) “Double Sign Face” means a Sign having two Sign Face planes with each Sign 
Face being of equal area and identical length and width, and with two parallel 
opposing (back-to-back) faces. 

(c) “Multiple Sign Face” means a Sign having more than two (2) Sign Faces. 

2.78 “Sign Face Area” means the entire area of the Sign Face. The following shall apply to 
determine the Sign Face Area for: 

(a) Signs comprised of more than one part (individually installed letters, numerals, 
symbols, or characters): the Sign Face Area shall be the same as the Copy Area. 

(b) Painted Wall Signs: the entire background area shall be included in the Sign Face 
Area if the background colour is different from the remainder of the wall. 

(c) Three Dimensional Signs: the Sign Face Area shall be calculated as one-half the 
total of all Sign Faces. 

2.79 “Sign Height” means the vertical distance measured from Grade Level to the highest point 
of a Sign, which includes the Sign Structure. 

2.80 “Sign Permit” means a permit issued by the authority having jurisdiction pursuant to the 
provisions of this By-law to Erect or Display a Sign. 

2.81 “Sign Structure” means a Structure, framework, or bracing, which is constructed to 
support a Sign Face(s) and in turn is supported by the ground, Building or other Structure 
not deemed to be an integral part of the Sign.  

2.82 “Storey” means that part of a Building between any floor and the floor, ceiling, or roof next 
above. Any part of a storey exceeding 4.0m in height is deemed to be an additional storey 
for each 4.0m, or fraction thereof, of such excess. 

2.83 “Street” means the Public Road Allowance and affords the principal means of access to 
adjacent Lots. 
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2.84 “Street Frontage” means the length of the Lot Line to which the Sign relates dividing the 
Lot from a Public Road Allowance. For Lots with more than one Street Frontage, the Street 
Frontages shall not be combined for any Sign Dimension Control Management. 

2.85 “Street Line” means the limit of the road or Public Road Allowance and is the dividing line 
between a Lot and a Street.  

2.86 “Structure” means anything, including all component parts that are Erected, built, or 
constructed, and affixed to or supported by the ground. 

2.87 “Temporary Personal Sign” means a sign or advertising device, used for a personal 
announcement or congratulatory message and erected on private property. 

2.88 “Temporary Poster Sign” means a printed notice conveying information intended to be 
displayed for a temporary period of time and includes but is not limited to a bill, handbill, 
leaflet, notice, placard and election sign. It is constructed of a lightweight material, which 
may be secured to it’s own support structure or some other foundation, other than a 
Building 

2.89 “Township” means The Corporation of the Township of Perth East. 

2.90 “Unlawful Sign” means a Sign that does not comply with the applicable regulations of this 
By-law and does not comply with the regulations of the governing by-law in effect when 
the Sign Permit was issued for said Sign or when Sign was Erected or Displayed 

2.91 “Unsafe Sign” means a Sign which is structurally unsafe, or which constitutes a safety 
hazard, impedes the movement of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or which otherwise 
constitutes a risk to the safety of persons or property. 

2.92 “Wall Area” means the total area, including all openings, of an exterior Building Wall, upon 
which a Sign is Erected.  

2.93 “Window Sign” means any Sign, picture, image, symbol, or combination thereof, 
designed to communicate information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale, 
or service located on that Lot which is placed inside a window or upon the windowpane or 
glass and is intended to be visible from the exterior of the window. 

2.94 “Zoning By-law” means the Township’s Zoning By-law No. 30-1999, as may be amended 
from time to time, or any successors thereof.  

ARTICLE 3 
SIGN PERMITS 

3.1 Permit Required 

3.1.1 No person shall Erect or cause to Erect, Display or Cause to Display, a Sign unless 
a Sign Permit has been issued by the Township. 

3.2 Application for a Sign Permit 

3.2.1 Every person applying for a Sign Permit shall properly and fully: 

(a) complete and submit a Sign Permit application form to the Township, in the 
form prescribed by the Township; 

(b) pay the applicable fee in accordance with the Township’s Fees and 
Charges By-Law; 

(c) submit all plans, drawings, schematics, illustrations, renderings and/or 
photographs of the proposed Sign, as required by the Township, which 
shall provide information in relation to: 

 (i) the construction of the Sign and its Sign Structure; and, 

 (ii) the materials to be used in the construction of the Sign; 

(d) submit a site plan or survey showing: 

(i) the location of the Sign on the Property on which it will be Erected 
or Displayed; and, 
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(ii) the Street Lines and boundaries of the Property on which the Sign 
will be Erected or Displayed; 

(e) submit drawings of, and information with respect to, the Building or 
Structure upon which the Sign may be Erected or Displayed if requested; 
and, 

(f) submit any other documents or information as the Township may 
reasonably require. 

3.2.2 No person shall submit an application for a Sign Permit who is not the Owner or 
lessee, or the authorized agent of the Owner or the lessee, of the Property upon 
which the Sign is to be Erected or Displayed. 

3.2.3 No person shall submit false or misleading information or documents to the 
Township on, or in connection with, any application for a Sign Permit. 

3.2.4 A Sign shall be designed by an architect or professional engineer where it: 

 (a) exceeds 7.5 metres in height above the Grade Level; 

 (b) is a fascia sign and weighs more than 115 kg; and, 

 (c) any one face of the Sign exceeds 10 square metres. 

3.2.5 Where the application for a Sign Permit indicates the proposed location of the Sign 
will be abutting a Public Road Allowance, the Township, County or Province of 
Ontario (whomever has jurisdiction over the Public Road Allowance in question) 
must provide a letter of approval for the proposed Sign prior to the Township’s 
issuance of the Sign Permit. 

3.3 Issuance of a Sign Permit 

3.3.1 When a complete application for a Sign Permit has been filed with the Township, 
the Township may: 

 (a) issue the Sign Permit, in accordance with s. 3.3.2 of this By-law; 

(b) issue the Sign Permit with conditions, in accordance with s. 3.3.3 of this 
By-Law; or, 

(c) refuse to issue the Sign Permit, in accordance with s. 3.3.4 of this By-law.  

3.3.2 A Sign Permit may be issued upon the Township’s satisfaction that all information 
and documentation received complies with the provisions of this  
By-law as well as any other applicable municipal by-laws or provincial or federal 
legislation or regulations. 

3.3.3 The Township may impose any reasonable conditions on the Sign Permit that it 
deems appropriate. 

3.3.4 The Township may, in writing, refuse to issue a Sign Permit if it is determined by 
the Township that: 

(a) the proposed Sign does not conform to the provisions of this By-law, the 
Building Code Act, 1992, or any other applicable legislation, regulation or 
by-law or, 

(b) the proposed Copy to be placed on the Sign could be reasonably found to 
be profane, offensive, discriminatory or hateful. 

3.4 Expiration of a Sign Permit 

3.4.1 A Sign Permit shall expire after a period of one (1) year from the date of issue, or 
on such other date as the Township may set out in the Sign Permit. 

3.4.2 A Sign Permit may be renewed by filing a renewal application with the Township, 
in the form prescribed by the Township, and paying the applicable fee pursuant to 
the Township’s Fees and Charges By-Law. 
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3.5 Revocation of a Sign Permit 

3.5.1 The Township may, in writing, immediately suspend or revoke a Sign Permit issued 
under the provisions of this By-law if it is determined by the Township that: 

(a) the Sign Permit was issued in error; 

(b) the applicant for the Sign Permit submitted false or misleading information 
to the Township; 

(c) the Sign was not Erected or Displayed in accordance with the application 
materials submitted for the Sign Permit; or, 

(d) the provisions of this By-law were not being complied with. 

3.6 Changing Copy on a Sign 

3.6.1 After a Sign Permit has been issued, to change the Copy on a Sign, written 
permission from the Township shall be required. 

ARTICLE 4 
SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A SIGN PERMIT 

4.1 Signs Not Requiring a Permit 

4.1.1 Notwithstanding any other provision of this By-law, a Sign Permit is not required 
for any of the following Signs provided, however, that the subject Signs comply 
with all other requirements of this By-law, unless otherwise specifically provided: 

(a) an Election Sign; 

(b) a Sign showing exclusively the emblem or insignia of a patriotic, civic, 
educational, or religious organization; 

(c) a Real Estate Sign or a Real Estate Open House Directional Sign; 

(d) a Directional Sign; and, 

(e) any Sign Erected or Displayed by a Public Authority. 

(f)         a Temporary Personal Sign 

(g)        a Temporary Poster Sign 

(h)        a Window Sign 

(i)         an A-Frame Sign 

(k)        a Construction Site sign 

(l)         painting on a barn 

(m) auction sign 

4.1.2 A Sign Permit shall not be required for any Alterations or Maintenance to a Sign 
for which a Sign Permit has been issued, provided the Sign is not modified in any 
other way. 

ARTICLE 5 
SIGN REGULATIONS 

5.1 Sign Compliance 

5.1.1  Every Sign Owner shall ensure that each Sign, including its Erection, Display, 
Alteration, and Maintenance, conforms to the following: 

(a) all applicable provisions and regulations of this By-law; 

(b) all applicable municipal, provincial and federal legislation as may be 
amended from time to time; 
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(c) be Erected or Displayed only with the express permission of the Property 
Owner or lessee, or the authorized agent of the Owner or the lessee, on 
which the Sign is located; and 

(d) be Erected or Displayed only with the express permission of the Township 
on lands owned by or controlled by the Township. 

5.2 General Provisions 

5.2.1 Unless otherwise provided in this By-law: 

 (a) no more than one (1) Sign shall be permitted per Lot; 

 (b) no Signs may be Illuminated; 

 (c) no Signs may be Animated; 

 (d) no Signs may rotate; 

 (e) each Sign may only have a Single Sign Face;  

(f) no Sign shall be Erected or Displayed on, or extend over, a Public Road 
Allowance or Public Property, without the express written consent of the 
relevant Public Authority; and, 

 (g) no Sign shall be Erected or Displayed in a Daylight Triangle. 

5.2.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this By-law, no part of any Sign shall be 
Erected closer to any Lot Line than the distance permitted for any Building or 
Structure in the Zoning By-law, if such distance is the greater. 

5.2.3 The following tables set out the regulations for the various different types of Signs: 

5.3 Regulations for A-Frame Signs 

subsection Cost Yearly renewal fee 
5.3.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single or Double Sign Face 

5.3.2 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 1.0 m2 per Sign Face 

5.3.3 MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT 1.2 m 

5.3.4 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

No part of any A-Frame Sign shall: 
a) be Erected or Displayed within 2.0 m of a driveway 

entrance; 
b) be permanently anchored to the ground or other 

Building or Structure. 
 

5.4 Regulations for Awning and Canopy Signs 

subsection Cost One time fee 

5.4.1 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 

The Sign Face Area for an Awning or Canopy Sign shall 
not exceed 60% of the area of the Awning or Canopy 
used for the Sign Face. 

5.4.2 TIME LIMITATIONS 
Notwithstanding Section 3.4.1 of this By-law, a Sign 
Permit for an Awning or Canopy Sign shall have no 
expiration date and shall remain valid from the date of 
issue, unless otherwise provided.  

5.4.3 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

No part of any Canopy Sign shall: 
a) project more than 1.0 m from the face of the 

building to which it is attached; and, 
b) have a Clearance of less than 2.4 m above Grade 

Level 
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5.5 Regulations for Banner or Flag Signs 

subsection Cost Yearly renewal fee 

5.5.1 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 3.0 m2 

5.5.2 SIGN RESTRICTIONS No part of any Banner Sign shall be permitted on a 
Structure that is not designed to support this type of Sign. 

 

5.6 Regulations for Billboard Signs 

subsection Cost One Time Fee 
5.6.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single or Double Sign Face 

5.6.2 MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT 5.5 m above Grade Level 

5.6.3 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 15.0 m2 

5.6.4 TIME LIMITATIONS 
Notwithstanding Section 3.4.1 of this By-law, a Sign 
Permit for a Billboard Sign shall have no expiration date 
and shall remain valid from the date of issue, unless 
otherwise provided.  

5.6.5 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

1. No part of any Billboard Sign shall: 
a) be Erected or Displayed within a 2,000.0 m radius 

of any other Billboard Sign; 
b) be Erected or Displayed within 6.0 m of the 

intersection of any Public Road Allowance; 
c) be Erected or Displayed within 30.0 m of any 

Ground Sign Erected or Displayed on the same 
Lot or on an abutting Lot 

d) be Erected or Displayed on a Lot with a Street 
Frontage of less than 12.0 m; 

e) be Erected or Displayed within 4.0 m of the Public 
Road Allowance; 

f) be Erected or Displayed within 3.0 m of a Side 
Lot Line unless both neighbours agree, in writing, 
to a lesser distance. 

g) be Erected or Displayed within 6.0 m of a Rear 
Lot Line; 

h) be Erected or Displayed less than 2.4 m above 
Grade Level; 

i) be Erected or Displayed on the primary Building 
Façade of a Building or Structure; or, 

j) be Erected or Displayed within 1,000.0 m of a 
City, Village or Hamlet. 

 
2. Billboard Signs may only be Erected on a lot zoned 

Agricultural, with a minimum lot size of 20.2 HA. 
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5.7 Regulations for Construction Site Signs 

subsection                    Cost                                                   None 
5.7.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single or Double Sign Face 

5.7.2 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 

1. Where the Lot Area less than or equal to 0.5 HA: 1.0 
m2 per Sign Face; 

2. Where the Lot Area greater than 0.5 HA: 1.5 m2 per 
Sign Face 

5.7.3 MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT 3.0 m 

5.7.4 TIME LIMITATIONS A Construction Site Sign shall be removed no later than 
thirty (30) days after the construction is completed. 

5.7.5 SIGN RESTRICTIONS No part of any Construction Site Sign shall be Erected or 
Displayed within 3.0 m of a Side Lot Line. 

 

5.8 Regulations for Development Project Signs 

subsection Cost None 
5.8.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single or Double Sign Face 

5.8.2 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 

1. Where the Lot Area less than or equal to 0.5 HA: 5.0 
m2 per Sign Face; 

2. Where the Lot Area greater than 0.5 HA: 10.0 m2 per 
Sign Face 

5.8.3 MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT 3.0 m 

5.8.4 TIME LIMITATIONS A Development Site Sign shall be removed no later than 
thirty (30) days after the construction is completed. 

5.8.5 SIGN RESTRICTIONS No part of any Development Project Sign shall be Erected 
or Displayed within 3.0 m of any Lot Line. 
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5.9 Regulations for Election Signs 

subsection Cost None 
5.9.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single and/or Double Sign Face 

5.9.2 TIME LIMITATIONS 

1. No Election Signs for a federal or provincial election 
shall be Erected or Displayed prior to the drawing up 
of writs for a federal or provincial election. 
 

2. No Election Signs for a municipal election shall be 
Erected or Displayed except during the campaign 
period as established by the Municipal Elections Act, 
1996, as amended. 

 
3. All Election Signs shall be removed within seventy-

two (72) hours immediately following 11:59 p.m. of 
the day of the federal, provincial or municipal 
election. 

 

    5.9.3 

 
 

SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

 
 
1. Election Signs may be Erected or Displayed on Public 
Road Allowances at the outer extremity of the shoulder, 
however, no part of any Election Sign shall be Erected or 
Displayed on any Public Road Allowance: 
a) in a Daylight Triangle; or, 
b) affixed to any permanent or official Township sign; or,  
c) in a location that could create a dangerous or 

undesirable situation, such as, but not limited to: 
i) distracting motorists; 
ii) where it could reasonably interfere with vehicular 

traffic sight lines or regular Maintenance 
activities; or, 

iii) where it could obstruct pedestrian traffic. 
 

5.10 Regulations for Fascia Wall Signs 

subsection Cost One Time Fee 

5.10.1 MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF 
SIGN 

A Fascia Wall Sign shall not exceed the roof line of a one 
storey building or the floor level of the second floor level 
on a multi-storey building. 

5.10.2 TIME LIMITATIONS 
Notwithstanding Section 3.4.1 of this By-law, a Sign 
Permit for a Fascia Wall Sign shall have no expiration date 
and shall remain valid from the date of issue, unless 
otherwise provided.  

5.10.3 SIGN RESTRICTIONS A Fascia Wall Sign shall be attached to, and parallel with, 
the Building Wall to which it is attached. 
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5.11 Regulations for Ground Signs 

subsection Cost One Time Fee 
5.11.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single or Double Sign Face 

5.11.2 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 12 m2 per Sign Face 

5.11.3 MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF 
SIGN 

9.0 m above Grade Level, unless located in a residential 
zone pursuant to the Zoning By-Law, where 3.0 m above 
Grade Level is permitted 

5.11.4 TIME LIMITATIONS 
Notwithstanding Section 3.4.1 of this By-law, a Sign 
Permit for a Ground Sign shall have no expiration date 
and shall remain valid from the date of issue, unless 
otherwise provided.  

5.11.5 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

1. The area over which any Ground Sign projects or 
within which it is located shall be landscaped. 

2. No part of any Ground Sign shall: 
a) be Erected or Displayed on a Lot with a Street 

Frontage of less than 12.0 m; 
b) be Erected or Displayed within 3 m of any Front Lot 

Line; 
c) be Erected or Displayed within 1.5m of any Side Lot 

Line; 
d) be Erected or Displayed within 30.0 m of a Billboard 

Sign on an adjacent Lot; 
e) be Erected or Displayed within 6.0 m of a Ground 

Sign on an adjacent Lot. 
 

5.12 Regulations for Inflatable Signs 

subsection Cost  Yearly Renewal  
5.12.1 MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT 3.0 m 

5.12.2 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

1. No part of any Inflatable Sign shall: 
a) be Permanently anchored to the ground or other 

Building or Structure. 
b) be tethered to the ground or other Building or 

Structure without the use of approved structural 
supports. 

2. Any change of location requires approval from the 
Township. 
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5.13 Regulations for Portable Signs 

subsection Cost Yearly Renewal 
5.13.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single or Double Sign Face 

5.13.2 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN FACE 
AREA 3.5 m2 per Sign Face 

5.13.3 MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT 2.6 m 

5.13.4 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

1. No part of any Portable Sign shall: 
a) be Displayed within 1.0 m of a Front Lot Line; 
b) be Displayed within 2.0 m of a Side Lot Line, Rear 

Lot Line and/or driveway. 
c) be Erected or Displayed within 25.0 m of any other 

Portable Sign on an adjacent Lot; or, 
d) be Erected or Displayed within 10.0 m of any 

Ground Sign or a Billboard Sign on an adjacent 
Lot. 
 

e) Be displayed for more than 60 days in a one year 
period 

2. Any change of location requires approval from the 
Township. 

 

5.14 Regulations for Temporary Personal or Poster Signs 

subsection Cost None 
5.14.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single or Double Sign Face 

5.14.2 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 0.8 m2 per Sign Face 

     5.14.3 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

1. No part of any Temporary Personal or Poster Sign 
shall be allowed; 
(a) in any Township road allowance without 
approval from the Township. 
(b) within 300 ft of an intersection if one, or both of 
the roadways has a speed limit higher than 70km/h 
(c) within 100 ft of an intersection if one, or both of 
the roadways has a speed limit of, or below 70km/h 
(d) subsection (b) and (c) do not apply to 
intersections that are designated as 4 way stops. 
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5.15 Regulations for Projecting Wall Signs 

subsection Cost One Time Fee 
5.15.1 NO. OF SIGN FACES Single or Double Sign Face 

5.15.2 MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT A Projecting Wall Sign is not to project more than 0.5 m 
beyond the Wall to which it is attached. 

5.15.3 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 0.8 m2 per Sign Face 

5.14.4 TIME LIMITATIONS 
Notwithstanding Section 3.4.1 of this By-law, a Sign Permit 
for a \Projecting Wall Sign shall have no expiration date and 
shall remain valid from the date of issue, unless otherwise 
provided.  

5.15.5 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

No part of any Projecting Wall Sign shall: 
a) have a Clearance of less than 2.3 m above Grade 

Level; and, 
b) be Erected or Displayed less than 6.0 m from another 

Projecting Wall Sign. 
 

No Copy shall be permitted on the projecting ends of a 
Projecting Wall Sign. 

 

5.16 Regulations for Real Estate Signs 

subsection Cost None 
5.16.1 NO. OF SIGNS One (1) per Street Frontage 

5.16.2 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 1.0 m2 per Sign Face 

5.16.3 MAXIMUM SIGN HEIGHT 1.0 m 

5.16.4 TIME LIMITATIONS 
All Real Estate Signs shall be removed not later than 
thirty (30) days after the sale, lease or rental of the 
Property. 

5.16.5 SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

1. No part of any Real Estate Sign shall: 
a) be Displayed within 1.0 m of the Front Lot Line; 
b) be Displayed within 3.0 m of any Side Lot Line 

abutting another Lot; 
c) be Displayed within a Daylight Triangle; or, 
d) be Displayed within 6.0 m of the intersection of any 

Public Road Allowance. 
2. No part of any Real Estate shall be Erected or 
    Displayed on any Public Road Allowance: 

a) in a Daylight Triangle; or, 
b) affixed to any permanent or official Township sign; or,  
c) in a location that could create a dangerous or 

undesirable situation, such as, but not limited to: 
i) distracting motorists; 
ii) where it could reasonably interfere with vehicular 

traffic sight lines or regular Maintenance 
activities; or, 

iii) where it could obstruct pedestrian traffic. 
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5.17 Regulations for Window Signs 

subsection Cost None 

5.17.1 MAXIMUM TOTAL SIGN 
FACE AREA 

Window Signs shall be equal to the width of the main 
entrance door x 0.3 m 

5.17.2 ADDITIONAL WINDOW 
SIGNS 

Notwithstanding s. 5.2.1(b) of this by-law (prohibiting 
illumination), businesses may have an “OPEN” Window 
Sign which may be illuminated during store hours and 
also a “Business Hours” sign. 

 

5.18 Electrical Regulations 

5.18.1 Every Sign Owner shall ensure that all electrical Signs conform to the regulations 
of the Ontario Electrical Safety Authority and the Ontario Electrical Safety Code. 

5.18.2 Every Sign Owner of Signs Erected or Displayed within 3.0m of an Electrical 
Distribution Line(s) owned by a Public Utility shall ensure that the Approval of the 
appropriate Public Utility is obtained.  

5.19 Illumination Regulations 

5.19.1   Every Owner of an Illuminated Sign shall ensure that: 

(a) Lights used to Externally Illuminate a Sign shall be arranged to direct lights 
away from adjacent Lots and Public Road Allowances; 

(b) Flashing Illumination or electronic Animation of Signs, located above a 
height of 4.5m, shall not be Erected within 60.0m of any residential zone 
as defined under the Zoning By-law, if such Sign will be directly visible from 
any point in the residential zone; and 

(c) Electronic Changing Copy Signs shall be programmed to dim the intensity 
of Illumination during dusk and night hours. 

5.19.2 No Person shall Erect or cause to be Erected Flashing Illumination and Electronic 
Changing Copy Signs, in which the flashing or changing of Copy occurs at intervals 
of less than four (4) seconds. 

5.20 Maintenance 

5.20.1 The Sign Owner shall Maintain the Sign, ensure that it remains in good condition, 
and shall prevent the Sign from becoming unsafe, defective, and/or dangerous. 

5.20.2 Every Sign Owner shall ensure that each Sign is Maintained so that: 

(a) all exposed Sign and Sign Structure surfaces are covered with a durable, 
weather resistant, protective finish; 

(b) repainting or refinishing is undertaken as often as is necessary to prevent 
peeling or flaking of paint or corrosion; 

(c) all electric bulbs and tubes are continuously operative;  

(d) all Sign Faces and Sign Structures are kept intact and operative and do not 
contain deteriorating, peeling, broken, and/or cracked parts; and 

(e) where a Sign Face is required to cover and protect any electrical 
components, lamps, and/or sign box from weather elements, the Sign Face 
must remain intact at all times. If a Sign Face is removed for Repair and/or 
replacement, a Sign Face shall be reinstalled within ten (10) days of 
removal.  

5.21 Existing Signs 

5.21.1 Every Sign Owner shall ensure that: 
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(a) for an Existing Sign, which does not comply with the provisions of this  
By-law, changes to or replacement of the Sign Face, Repair of the Sign, 
including the Sign Structure, and changing of Copy shall be deemed to be 
permitted provided all dimensions and characteristics of the Sign remain 
the same; 

(b) replacement of an Existing Sign Structure in whole or in part, except to 
Repair the Structure, shall be in full compliance with all provisions of this 
By-law and shall require a Sign Permit; and 

(c) Maintenance and Repair of an Existing Sign shall be in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 5.20 of this By-law.  

5.22     Deviations to the By-law                         

          5.22.1  If it is not possible to comply with the provision(s) of the Sign By-law, the applicant 
                       may apply for a variance to the Sign By-law. 

          5.22.2 The applicant must submit a Sign Bylaw Variance Application along with 
                        the sign variance fee to the Township for approval. The Sign Bylaw Variance 
                        Application process can be found in Schedule xx. 

           5.22.3  Submission of a sign bylaw variance application and payment of fees is no 
                       guarantee of approval.  
 
           5.22.4  Sign Bylaw Variance Application fees are non refundable.                                  

5.22.5 A non-complying and/or non-conforming sign which existed prior to the passing of 
           this By-law, shall be considered as lawfully established. The replacement, 
           reconstruction or repair of a sign is permitted, provided that the sign is not 
           enlarged or extended and does not further reduce the compliance with the  
           provisions of this By-law. Changes to size or other provisions of the bylaw will 
           require a permit. 

ARTICLE 6 
PROHIBITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

6.1 Signs Prohibited Throughout the Township  

6.1.1 Unless otherwise provided in this By-law, no person shall Erect, Display, or cause 
to be Erected or Displayed, Signs on or in any of the following: 

            (a)       Township road allowance 

(b) a fence 

(c) a noise attenuation wall; 

(d) a tree; or, 

(e) a vehicle or trailer, if such vehicle or trailer is not used as a regular means 
of transport. 

6.1.2 Unless otherwise provided in this By-law, no person shall Erect, Display, or cause 
to be Erected or Displayed: 

(a) an Abandoned Sign; 

(b) a Roof Sign; 

(c) any Sign Structure, except in combination with a Sign Face; or 

(d) an Unlawful Sign. 

6.2 General Safety 

6.2.1 No person shall Erect or Display, or cause to be Erected or Displayed, use, or 
Maintain any Sign or Sign Structure which, in the opinion of the Township: 

(a) could reasonably interfere with any above- or below-ground municipal or 
utility service, physical plant, corridor, or easement; 
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(b) will project over any area to which pedestrians have access, unless it has 
a Clearance of 2.4m from Grade Level; 

(c) will project over any area to which vehicles have access, unless it has a 
Clearance of 4.5m from Grade Level; 

(d) will block or otherwise encroach upon a Daylight Triangle; 

(e) will impede or block any fire escape, fire exit, door, scuttle, skylight, flue, or 
air intake or exhaust, or standpipe or access of emergency personnel to 
any part of a building, its safety equipment or facilities; 

(f) is structurally unstable or insecure; 

(g) has corroded parts; or 

(h) is dangerous to the public.  

6.3 Traffic Safety 

6.3.1 No Sign, Sign Structure or its other components shall: 

(a) obstruct the view of or distract any pedestrian or motor vehicle driver so as 
to cause an unsafe condition; 

(b) hinder clear visibility of an approaching pedestrian or motor vehicle; 

(c) by nature of its size, shape, location, content, colouring or manner of 
illumination, be confused with or reduce the effectiveness of any traffic 
control Sign, signal or device; 

(d) block or reduce the visibility of a traffic signal, traffic sign, or other official 
sign Erected by the Township or other authorized person; 

(e) contain the words or phrases “stop”, “go slow”, “caution”, “danger”, 
“warning”, “emergency”, “yield”, or “detour”, unless such word or phrase is 
part of the name of a business or product and is displayed solely to identify 
such business or product; 

(f) be Erected or Displayed on a median or traffic island located within a 
parking area on Private Property; or 

(g) obstruct or inhibit the utilization of a parking space, loading space, driveway 
or aisle required by the Zoning By-law. 

6.3.2 No Changing Copy Area of any Electronic Changing Copy Sign shall be red in 
colour or be confused with, conflict with or reduce the effectiveness of any traffic 
control Sign, signal, or device. 

6.4 Sign Restrictions for Adult Entertainment Parlours 

6.4.1 Section 99(2) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, provides 
that municipalities may pass by-laws respecting the regulation, placement, 
construction, size, nature, and character of Signs, including regulation of any 
printed matter posted or used for the purpose of promoting Adult Entertainment 
Parlours. 

6.4.2 No Adult Entertainment Parlour Sign shall be Erected or Displayed, or cause to be 
Erected or Displayed, unless the Sign complies with the provisions of this  
By-law. 

6.4.3 No Adult Entertainment Parlour Sign shall be Erected or Displayed except on a Lot 
where an Adult Entertainment Parlour is lawfully conducting its business. 

6.4.4 No Sign other than a Fascia Wall Sign, Canopy Sign, or Ground Sign shall be 
Erected or Displayed to identify and/or advertise an Adult Entertainment Parlour. 

6.4.5 No more than one Fascia Wall Sign, Canopy Sign, or Ground Sign having any 
advertising related to an Adult Entertainment Parlour, shall be permitted per Street 
Line. 
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6.4.6 No Adult Entertainment Parlour Sign shall contain advertising other than the words 
“Adult Entertainment”, “Adult Entertainment Parlour”, “Adult Video”, “Adult 
Magazines”, “Adult Pictures”, “Adult Books”, “Adult Film”, “Adult Recordings”, and 
the name under which the business is operated.  

6.4.7 No Fascia Wall Sign, or Canopy Sign used or intended to be used to advertise an 
Adult Entertainment Parlour shall be Erected on a façade above the ground Storey 
of any Building, and shall not exceed a maximum Sign Face Area of 15.0m2. 

ARTICLE 7 
ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL OF UNLAWFUL SIGNS 

7.1 Unlawful Signs 

7.1.1 The Township may enter onto property and pull down or remove a Sign or Sign 
Structure at the expense of the Sign Owner, that is: 

(a) an Abandoned Sign; or 

(b)  Erected or Displayed after the date of passage of this By-law and not in full 
compliance with this By-law; or 

(c) Erected or Displayed without a Sign Permit, if such permit is required by 
this By-law; or 

(d) Erected or Displayed contrary to the plans approved by the Township prior 
to the issuance of the Sign Permit; or 

(e) not in compliance with all applicable provisions of this By-law, irrespective 
of whether or not a Sign Permit is required; or 

(f) determined by the Township to be unsafe and a potential or probable 
danger to any person or Property; or 

(g)  Erected or Displayed in whole or in part on or partly over lands owned by 
or under the jurisdiction of the Township, without the prior authorization of 
the Township. 

7.2 Penalties 

7.2.1 No Person shall Erect, cause to be Erected, Display, or cause to be Displayed, a 
Sign or Sign Structure except in accordance with this By-law. 

7.2.2  Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of this By-law is guilty of an 
offence and upon conviction, is liable to a fine pursuant to the provisions of the 
Provincial Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.33, as amended, or any successor 
thereof. 

7.3 Notification and Removal of Unlawful Signs 

7.3.1 The Township may serve written notice, by regular first class mail, or personal 
service, to the Sign Owner for any Unlawful Sign that was Erected or Displayed in 
contravention of this By-law.  

7.3.2 The written notice shall contain the particulars of the non-compliance with this By-
law, a specified time limit in which to effect compliance and either an Order to 
Comply with the By-law within the time limit specified in the Order to Comply, or 
an order to remove the Sign within the time limit specified in the Order to Comply. 

7.3.3 When a Sign is not brought into compliance within the specified time limit or where 
the Sign is not removed in accordance with the Order to Comply, the Township 
may otherwise direct removal of the Sign without further notice and at the entire 
expense of the Sign Owner. 

7.4 Storage and Disposal of Unlawful Signs Removed by the Township 

7.4.1  Any Sign removed by the Township will be stored for a period of not less than 
thirty (30) days. During this time the Sign Owner or agent may claim the Sign upon: 

(a) completing a signed release form; 
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(b) making payment to the Township of $200.00 or the Township’s actual cost 
of removing the Sign, whichever is greater; and 

(c) making  payment to the Township of a storage charge of $20.00 per day or 
part thereof, or $2.00 per square metre of Sign Face Area per day or part 
thereof, whichever is greater. 

7.4.2 A Sign, which has not been claimed by the Sign Owner before the end of the thirty 
(30) day period, may be disposed of by the Township, without prior notice to the 
Owner of the Sign and the Township will recover the disposal costs in like manner 
as municipal taxes. 

7.4.3 At the discretion of the Township, any Sign Erected or Displayed on Public 
Property and/or on a Public Road Allowance without prior approval of the Township 
may be removed and disposed of at any time by the Township without notice to 
the Sign Owner. 

7.5 Recovery of Removal, Storage, and Disposal Costs of Unlawful Signs 

7.5.1  When the Township has removed, stored, or disposed of a Sign, a copy of the 
unpaid invoice for the costs of removal, storage, or disposal, together, with a 
statement from the Treasurer, will be sufficient authority to enter the amount of the 
unpaid balance on the Collector’s Roll and to be collected in the same manner as 
municipal taxes. The statement by the Treasurer shall include information that: 

(a) the invoice has been sent to the Owner of the Property and/or Owner of the 
Sign, according to the information contained in the assessment roll, 
pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Act, 2001 or the Sign Permit; or 

(b) no payment or insufficient payment has been received; or 

(c) payment of the invoice is overdue. 

ARTICLE 8 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE BY-LAW 

8.1 General Administration 

8.1.1 The Township will be responsible for the administration and enforcement of this 
By-law on all Public and Private Property within the limits of the Township. 

8.1.2 Every Sign may be subject to the inspection by the Township. 

8.1.3 For any Person who owns, Erects, or Displays a Sign, the provisions of this By-
law do not relieve or limit the responsibility or liability of that Person from penalties 
resulting from personal injury or property damage caused by the placement, 
Display, Erection, Repair, removal or relocation of any Sign. 

8.1.4 The Township may enter upon any property at any reasonable time to inspect a 
Sign for the purposes of determining or effecting its compliance with this By-law. 

8.1.5 No Person shall obstruct the Township or any agent of the Township while they 
are carrying out their duties under this By-law. 

8.1.6 No provision of this subsection shall limit the enforcement by the Township of the 
provisions of this By-law by any other action or remedy permitted in law. 

8.2 Validity and Severability of the By-Law 

8.2.1 If a Court of competent jurisdiction should declare any section or part of a section 
of this By-law to be invalid, such section or part of a section of this By-law to be 
invalid, such section or party of a section shall not be construed as having 
persuaded or influenced council to pass the remainder of the By-law, and it is 
hereby declared that the remainder of the By-law shall be valid and shall remain in 
force. 

8.2.2 Where a provision of this By-law conflicts with the provision of another By-law in 
force within the Township, the provisions that establish the higher standards to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public shall prevail.  
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8.3 Repeal and Transition of the By-Law 

8.3.1 Except as provided by section 8.3.2 of this By-law, By-law Number 58-2002, as 
amended, is hereby repealed. 

8.3.2 Notwithstanding section 8.3.1 of this By-law, the provisions of By-law No. 58-2002, 
as amended, shall continue to apply to any Properties in respect to which a Sign 
Permit has been issued under the said By-law until such Sign Permit has been 
completed or any enforcement proceeding in respect of a violation under the said 
By-law has been concluded. 

8.4 Effective Date of By-Law 

8.4.1 This By-law shall come into force on the day of the final passing thereof. 

 

READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME THIS 15th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2020. 

READ A THIRD TIME AND FINALLY PASSED 15th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2020. 

 

   
                                                    Clerk                                                   Mayor 
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Township of Perth East Sign Bylaw 72-2020 
 

Schedule “A” 
 

How to Apply for a Sign Variance & the Sign Variance Process 
 

The Township of Perth East Sign Bylaw 72-2020, as amended, was passed by Council pursuant 
to the Municipal Act to control signs throughout the Township while recognizing the need to 
identify business, products and services. 
 
It is strongly recommended that you design your sign to comply with the Sign By-law 
whenever possible. The variance process was created to address such things as; special 
circumstances that cannot be overcome, conditions applying to the land or building, pre-
existing conditions not created by the owner or applicant.  
 
If it is possible to comply with the provisions of the Bylaw, staff will recommend the applicant 
does so. Granting numerous variances deviates from the intent of the Sign By-law and 
undermines its purpose. If it is not possible to comply with the provision(s) of the Sign By-law, 
the applicant may apply for a variance to the Sign By-law. 
 
Paying the Sign Variance fee and submitting the Sign Variance Application does not guarantee 
approval. 
      

Sign Variance Application 
 

1.  The Sign Permit Application should have already been submitted to the Township 
     with the required documents and the Sign Permit fee paid. If this has not been 
     completed, please do this first.  
 
2. Complete the Sign Variance Application. You must complete all sections including the 
    “Reason for Variance Request” with details as to why it is not possible to comply with 
     the Sign By law. 
 
4. Submit your Sign Variance Application and pay the Sign Variance Application fee at 
    the Township of Perth East Office. (Sign Variance Application fees are non 
    refundable) 
 

Process 
 
Upon receipt of the application form, letter of rationale and the sign variance fee, Township 
staff will review the application and contact the applicant if additional information is required. 
 
If the variance is supported, Township staff will advise the applicant and forward the variance 
to the CBO for approval. If all other outstanding items have been addressed (i.e. structural 
comments) a permit will be issued. 
If the requested variance cannot be supported, Township staff will contact the 
applicant who will be given an opportunity to resubmit an acceptable proposal. 
 
If an agreement cannot be reached between the applicant and Township staff, staff 
will advise the applicant and the CBO of the refusal, including review comments. 
 
The applicant will then have the option to: 
 

• Amend the proposed sign to comply with the Sign By-law. 
 
• Cancel the application – Variance fees are non-refundable, other fees are 
  subject to the refund amounts outlined in the Building By-law and/or Fees and 
  Charges Bylaw. 
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• Request an appeal of the decision to Township Council for a final decision. 
  If an appeal is requested, the request will be made in writing or by email to the 
  Township of Perth East Municipal Clerk. The applicant will be advised of the 
  date of this meeting and will have the opportunity to speak before Council if they  
  wish. 

              
The Township of Perth East Clerk can be contacted through email via the Township website 
www.pertheast.ca or by mail at:  Township of Perth East  
                                                                  Clerk 
                                                                  25 Mill St. E.  
                                                                  Milverton, Ontario 
                                                                  N0K 1M0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pertheast.ca/
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                 Township of Perth East 
        Sign Bylaw Variance Application 

Office Use Only        Fee paid -   □  Yes        
Sign Permit No:                                
Building Permit No: 

          Fee: See current “Fees & Charges Bylaw”                                               
                                                                                         Date: _____________________ 

  1. PROPERTY ADDRESS: ______________________________________________ 

2. PROPERTY OWNER   
Name  
Address  
Email  
Phone  
  
3. APPLICANT        □  same as owner  

Name  
Address  
Email  
Phone                                   

 
 4. REASON FOR VARIANCE REQUEST: ______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 (use back if more space is needed) 
 

________________________________                                            __________________________ 
Signature of applicant or agent                                                             Date 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


	Article 1  TITLE AND SCOPE OF SIGN BY-LAW
	1.1 Short Title
	1.1.1 This By-law may be cited as the “Sign By-law”.

	1.2 Scope
	1.2.1 The provisions of this By-law shall regulate the location, size, number, construction, Alteration, Repair, and Maintenance of all Signs within the limits of The Corporation of the Township of Perth East.


	Article 2  DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION
	In this By-law:
	2.1 “Abandoned Sign” means a Sign Erected on Property which becomes vacant or unoccupied for a period of ninety (90) days or more, or any Sign Displayed for more than seventy-two (72) hours after a time, event, or purpose, for which the Sign is no lon...
	2.2 “Adult Entertainment Parlour” means any premises, or part thereof, in pursuance of any trade, calling, business, or occupation, for the purpose of a live performance, exhibition or activity designed to appeal to erotic or sexual appetites or incli...
	2.3 “A-Frame Sign” means a rigid, free-standing, moveable sign (not fastened to the ground or a structure) and includes information on one or both sides.
	2.4 “Agricultural Use” means a use of land, Building or Structure for the purpose of animal husbandry, bee-keeping, dairying, fallow, field crops, forestry, maple syrup production, fruit farming, horticulture, pasturage, poultry-keeping, or any other ...
	2.5 “Alter” (including “cause to Alter”, “Altered”, “cause to be Altered” and “Alteration”) means any change to Sign or Sign Face, including the addition, deletion, or re-arrangement of parts, but does not include:
	(a) the rearrangement of numerals, letters, or Copy applied directly to the existing Sign Face specifically designed and intended to be periodically arranged; or
	(b) Maintenance, including replacement of identical components, as required or permitted by this By-law.

	2.6 “Animation”  means a Sign depicting action, motion, and light or color changes through electrical or mechanical means.
	2.7 “Approved” means approved by The Corporation of the Township of Perth East.
	2.8 “Awning” means a space-frame system covered with non-rigid materials designed in a moveable, retractable, or fixed position, which is attached to, and projecting from a Building or Structure, but not forming an integral part thereof. This definiti...
	2.9 “Banner Sign” or “Flag Sign” means a Sign made from non-rigid, lightweight material, which is secured or mounted to the ground, a building or other structure by its ends or corners. A Banner can also be a Flag or other piece of cloth bearing a sym...
	2.10 “Billboard Sign” means a ground or wall Sign, which has Copy fastened in such a manner so as to permit its periodic replacement, which is owned and Maintained by a Person engaged in the rental or leasing of the Sign Face Area for advertising good...
	2.11 “Building” means any Structure, whether temporary or permanent, fixed to or supported by the soil and which is designed, use, or intended to be used for the accommodation, storage, or shelter of persons, animals, or chattels. A Building shall not...
	2.12 “Building Façade” means an exterior Building Wall facing a Street, facing a parking area located on the same Lot and/or any other Building Wall having a main pedestrian entrance.
	2.13 “Building Frontage” means the horizontal distance, measured at Grade Level, along a Building Wall that faces a Street or that faces a parking area located on the same Lot.
	2.14 “Building Setback” means the horizontal distance, measured at the right angles, from a Lot Line to the closest wall of any Building or Structure on the same Lot, all as set out in the Zoning By-law.
	2.15 “Building Wall” means an exterior wall of a Building that encloses the Structure.
	2.16 “Canopy” means a roof-like Structure, unenclosed by Building Walls and designed to provide shelter for goods, materials, equipment, people, or vehicles. It may either project outward from a Building Wall or be freestanding. This definition does n...
	2.17 “Canopy Sign” means a Sign with Copy affixed flat on the surface of a Canopy or hanging from the underside of a Canopy where such Copy does not extend beyond the limits of such Canopy.
	2.18 “Changing Copy Area” means the Copy Area on a Sign Face permitted for electronic and/or manual changing copy. Although the percentage of permitted Changing Copy is based on the calculations for the Maximum Total Sign Face Area, the Total Sign Fac...
	2.19 “Clearance” means the vertical distance measured between the lowest part of a Sign and the Grade Level or other surface immediately located below the Sign.
	2.20 “Commercial Use” means the use of land, buildings, or structures for the purpose of buying and selling commodities, and/or supplying of services, but does not include industrial uses.
	2.21 “Construction Site Sign” means a Sign that provides information about the builder and trades and/or the Building or Structure currently under construction or proposed to be constructed and shall be removed upon completion of the project.
	2.22 “Conversion” means the conversion of dimensions and measurements provided in this By-law where one (1) metre is equivalent to 3.28 feet and one (1) square metre is equivalent to 10.764 square feet.
	2.23 “Copy” means all letters, numerals, symbols, images, and characters Displayed upon, against or through a Sign Face.
	2.24 “Copy Area” means the area, which encloses the letters, numerals, symbols, images, or characters, conveying a message.
	2.25 “Council” means the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Perth East.
	2.26 “County” means The Corporation of the County of Perth.
	2.27 “Daylight Triangle” means an area formed by measuring from the point of intersection of Lot Lines abutting a street on a corner lot, 9 metres along each such Lot Line abutting the street and joining such points with a straight line. The triangula...
	2.28 “Development Project Sign” means a Sign that advertises a proposed development and may include the name of the project, the name of the contractors, architects, engineers, information and personnel related to the project and shall be removed upon...
	2.29 “Directional Sign” indicates directions to be followed and shall be located on the property to which it relates. It may include instructions or warnings for the control of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, and entry and exit signage.
	2.30 “Display” (including “cause to Display”, “Displayed”, or “cause to be Displayed”) means to attach, construct, exhibit, or locate any Sign.
	2.31 “Election Sign” means a Sign that promotes the election of a political party or a candidate for public office in a federal, provincial or municipal election or is used in a referenda or a plebiscite in the federal, provincial, or municipal context.
	2.32 “Electrical Distribution Lines” means any overhead or underground wires used to distribute electrical power.
	2.33 “Electronic Changing Copy Sign” means an electronically and/or computer controlled Sign, or that part thereof, which Displays Illuminated Copy and graphic information in a pre-arranged sequence for continuous scrolling or flashing display or othe...
	2.34 “Erect” (including “cause to Erect”, “Erected”, “cause to be Erected” and “Erection”) means to attach, Display, build, construct, reconstruct, locate, or relocate any Sign. This definition does not include Copy changes on any Sign Face or Mainten...
	2.35 “Existing” means a Lawful Sign that exists on the effective date of this By-law, unless otherwise provided by this By-law.
	2.36 “Exterior Sign” means any Sign Erected or Displayed outdoors or any Sign Erected or Displayed inside a Building and intended to be visible from the outdoors.
	2.37 “Fascia Wall Sign” means a Sign, which is painted on, affixed to and/or supported by an exterior Building Wall and Erected or Displayed in a predominantly parallel manner to that Building Wall.  This definition does not include a Banner Sign.
	2.38 “Flag Sign” see “Banner Sign”
	2.39 “Frontage” means the distance measured on a horizontal plane along the Front Lot Line, between the Side Lot Lines.
	2.40 “Grade Level” means the elevation of the sidewalk on the Public Road Allowance measured at a point that is closest to the Sign. Where there is no sidewalk on the Public Road Allowance, Grade Level shall mean the elevation of the ground measured a...
	2.41 “Ground Sign” means a Sign that is Erected on, or anchored in, the ground and is not attached to any Building or other Structure.
	2.42 “Ground Storey” means the Storey with its floor closest to Grade Level and having its ceiling more than 2.0m above Grade Level.
	2.43 “HA” means hectare. One (1) hectare is the equivalent of 2.471 acres (wherein one (1) acre is equivalent to 0.405 hectares or 43,560 square feet).
	2.44  “Illumination” (including “Illuminate” and “Illuminated”) means lighting of a Sign in whole or in part by artificial means and under:
	(a) External Illumination: the Sign reflects light from a light source intentionally directed upon it;
	(b) Flashing Illumination: the Illumination is varied or perceived to vary in intensity or design at periodic intervals;
	(c) Internal Illumination: the Sign is Illuminated by light emitted from within the Sign Face;
	(d) Non-illuminated: the Sign is not Illuminated, and neither has an External Illumination nor an Internal Illumination;
	(e) Projected Illumination: the Sign or image is projected onto a surface from a light source intentionally directed upon the surface.

	2.45 “Inflatable Sign” means a Sign designed to be inflated and tethered to the ground, a Building or any other Structure.
	2.46 “Lawful Sign” means a Sign that complies with the applicable regulations of this By-law and with the applicable regulations of the governing By-law in effect when the Sign Permit was issued for the said Sign.
	2.47 “Lot” means:
	(a) a parcel of land or contiguous parcels of land under one ownership, having frontage on a public street and which is described in a deed or other document legally capable of conveying an interest in land and which is on record in the Land Registry ...
	(b) a parcel of land shown as a whole lot or block on a registered plan of subdivision within the meaning of the Planning Act, but a registered plan of subdivision for the purpose of this paragraph does not include a registered plan of subdivision whi...
	For the purpose of this definition, no parcel or tract of land ceases to be a Lot by reason only of the fact that a part or parts of it has or had been conveyed to or acquired by the Township, Her Majesty in Right of Ontario, or Her Majesty in Right o...

	2.48 “Lot Area” means the total horizontal area within the boundary lines of a Lot.
	2.49 “Lot, Corner” (including “Corner Lot”) means:
	(a) a Lot situated at the intersection of two (2) or more streets, or a Lot abutting on one (1) or more parts of the same street, in which an interior angle of less than 135 degrees is contained, between the front and side Lot Lines abutted by the sai...
	(b) a Lot situated on the curve of a street where the angle of intersection of the projection of the tangents of the street line does not exceed 135 degrees and for which the corner of the Lot shall be deemed to be the corner point of that part of the...

	2.50 “Lot Frontage” means the horizontal distance between the side Lot Lines of a lot measured along the front Lot Line of said lot. Where the front Lot Line is not a straight line or where the side Lot Lines are not parallel, the lot frontage is to b...
	2.51 “Lot Line” means any boundary of a lot or the vertical projection thereof.
	2.52 “Maintain” (including “Maintenance”) means anything done to preserve, restore, or Repair a Sign according to the regulations of this By-law.
	2.53 “Manual Changing Copy Sign” means a Sign, or that part thereof, on which the Copy can be periodically changed or rearranged by manual means. This definition does not include a Billboard Sign.
	2.54 “Mural” means an artistic painting, illustration, or decoration, which is applied to the exterior wall of a Building and which is not, or not intended to be, graffiti or a Sign as defined in this By-law.
	2.55 “Occupancy” means the premises occupied by a single use, Owner, or tenant, which has a separate entrance directly to the outdoors or to an indoor walkway or hallway shared with other occupancies.
	2.56 “Owner” means a person in lawful control of the Property, Building, Occupancy, Sign, or other Structure or portion thereof under consideration.
	2.57 “Parapet” (including “Parapet Wall”) means that portion of a Building Wall, which rises above the roof level of the Structure.
	2.58 “Park, Public” (including” Public Park”) means a recreational area owned and controlled by the Township or by any board, commission, or other authority established under any statute of the Province of Ontario, or any religious, charitable, or phi...
	2.59 “Parking Area” means an area, whether covered or uncovered, which is provided for the temporary parking of licensed motor vehicles and may include ingress and egress driveways, aisles, and parking spaces.
	2.60 “Parking Lot, Commercial” means a privately owned Parking Area located on a Structure for which the provision of parking spaces is required, for profit or gain.
	2.61 “Parking Space” means an area on a lot on which a licensed motor vehicle or horse drawn vehicle may be parked, which area:
	(a) is provided for the temporary parking or storage of one motor vehicle other than for the purpose of offering commodities or goods for sale or display;
	(b) is adequate for the temporary parking or storage of one motor vehicle and may be located within a private garage, Building, carport, or covered area; and
	(c) has adequate access to permit ingress and egress of a motor vehicle from a street by means of driveways, aisles, manoeuvering areas or similar areas, no part of which access is to be used as Parking Space as defined herein.
	2.62 “Person” (including “Persons”) means any individual, association, proprietorship, partnership, association, syndicate, company, corporation, firm, authorized agent, trustee and the heirs, executors or other legal representatives, or any combinati...
	2.63 “Portable Sign” or “Mobile Sign” means a Sign designed to be readily moved from one location to another with changeable type and which does not rely on a Building or fixed foundation for its structural support.. This definition includes signs att...
	2.64 “Poster Sign” see “Temporary Poster Sign”
	2.65 “Private Property” means Property, lands, or Buildings owned by a Person, other than a Public Authority.
	2.66 “Projecting Wall Sign” means a Wall Sign attached to and projects out horizontally from an exterior wall of a Building in a predominantly perpendicular manner.
	2.67 “Property” means a Lot which has specific boundaries and which is capable of legal transfer, and can be classified as either Public Property or Private Property.
	2.68 “Public Authority” means the Township, the County, the Provincial Government, the Federal Government, and any board, commission, committee, or body established or exercising any power or authority under a statute of Canada or Ontario with respect...
	2.69 “Public Property” means Property, lands, or Buildings owned by the Township, a Public Authority, local board, or utility, as defined in the Municipal Affairs Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.M.46, as may be amended from time to time. Public Property also incl...
	2.70 “Public Road Allowance” means all allowances for roads made by the Crown surveyors, all highways laid out or established under the authority of any statute, all roads on which public money has been expended for opening them and roads dedicated by...
	2.71 “Real Estate Sign” means a Sign that advertises the sale, rent or lease of the property on which it is located.
	2.72 “Real Estate Open House Directional Sign” means a Sign, which is intended to direct a Person to a Building or Property offered for sale, rental or lease.
	2.73 “Repair” means anything done to preserve, restore or Maintain the Sign according to the regulations of this By-law.
	2.74 “Roof Sign”  means any of the following:
	(a) a Sign Erected on or located wholly above the roof of a Building;
	(b) a Sign Erected, constructed, attached to or located wholly or partially above the Parapet Wall of a Building;

	2.75 “Second Storey” means the Storey directly above the Ground Storey.
	2.76 “Sign” means any visual medium, including its Copy, structure and other component parts, which is used or capable of being used to attract attention to a specific subject matter, other than itself, such as, but not limited to, an activity, busine...
	2.77 “Sign Face” means that portion of the Sign, excluding the supporting structure, borders, and frames, upon which, against, or through which Copy is Displayed or is capable of being Displayed. Further:
	(a) “Single Sign Face” means a Sign having only one face plane.
	(b) “Double Sign Face” means a Sign having two Sign Face planes with each Sign Face being of equal area and identical length and width, and with two parallel opposing (back-to-back) faces.
	(c) “Multiple Sign Face” means a Sign having more than two (2) Sign Faces.

	2.78 “Sign Face Area” means the entire area of the Sign Face. The following shall apply to determine the Sign Face Area for:
	(a) Signs comprised of more than one part (individually installed letters, numerals, symbols, or characters): the Sign Face Area shall be the same as the Copy Area.
	(b) Painted Wall Signs: the entire background area shall be included in the Sign Face Area if the background colour is different from the remainder of the wall.
	(c) Three Dimensional Signs: the Sign Face Area shall be calculated as one-half the total of all Sign Faces.

	2.79 “Sign Height” means the vertical distance measured from Grade Level to the highest point of a Sign, which includes the Sign Structure.
	2.80 “Sign Permit” means a permit issued by the authority having jurisdiction pursuant to the provisions of this By-law to Erect or Display a Sign.
	2.81 “Sign Structure” means a Structure, framework, or bracing, which is constructed to support a Sign Face(s) and in turn is supported by the ground, Building or other Structure not deemed to be an integral part of the Sign.
	2.82 “Storey” means that part of a Building between any floor and the floor, ceiling, or roof next above. Any part of a storey exceeding 4.0m in height is deemed to be an additional storey for each 4.0m, or fraction thereof, of such excess.
	2.83 “Street” means the Public Road Allowance and affords the principal means of access to adjacent Lots.
	2.84 “Street Frontage” means the length of the Lot Line to which the Sign relates dividing the Lot from a Public Road Allowance. For Lots with more than one Street Frontage, the Street Frontages shall not be combined for any Sign Dimension Control Man...
	2.85 “Street Line” means the limit of the road or Public Road Allowance and is the dividing line between a Lot and a Street.
	2.86 “Structure” means anything, including all component parts that are Erected, built, or constructed, and affixed to or supported by the ground.
	2.87 “Temporary Personal Sign” means a sign or advertising device, used for a personal announcement or congratulatory message and erected on private property.
	2.88 “Temporary Poster Sign” means a printed notice conveying information intended to be displayed for a temporary period of time and includes but is not limited to a bill, handbill, leaflet, notice, placard and election sign. It is constructed of a l...
	2.89 “Township” means The Corporation of the Township of Perth East.
	2.90 “Unlawful Sign” means a Sign that does not comply with the applicable regulations of this By-law and does not comply with the regulations of the governing by-law in effect when the Sign Permit was issued for said Sign or when Sign was Erected or ...
	2.91 “Unsafe Sign” means a Sign which is structurally unsafe, or which constitutes a safety hazard, impedes the movement of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or which otherwise constitutes a risk to the safety of persons or property.
	2.92 “Wall Area” means the total area, including all openings, of an exterior Building Wall, upon which a Sign is Erected.
	2.93 “Window Sign” means any Sign, picture, image, symbol, or combination thereof, designed to communicate information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale, or service located on that Lot which is placed inside a window or upon the wind...
	2.94 “Zoning By-law” means the Township’s Zoning By-law No. 30-1999, as may be amended from time to time, or any successors thereof.

	Article 3  SIGN PERMITS
	3.1 Permit Required
	3.1.1 No person shall Erect or cause to Erect, Display or Cause to Display, a Sign unless a Sign Permit has been issued by the Township.

	3.2 Application for a Sign Permit
	3.2.1 Every person applying for a Sign Permit shall properly and fully:
	(a) complete and submit a Sign Permit application form to the Township, in the form prescribed by the Township;
	(b) pay the applicable fee in accordance with the Township’s Fees and Charges By-Law;
	(c) submit all plans, drawings, schematics, illustrations, renderings and/or photographs of the proposed Sign, as required by the Township, which shall provide information in relation to:
	(i) the construction of the Sign and its Sign Structure; and,
	(ii) the materials to be used in the construction of the Sign;
	(d) submit a site plan or survey showing:
	(i) the location of the Sign on the Property on which it will be Erected or Displayed; and,
	(ii) the Street Lines and boundaries of the Property on which the Sign will be Erected or Displayed;
	(e) submit drawings of, and information with respect to, the Building or Structure upon which the Sign may be Erected or Displayed if requested; and,
	(f) submit any other documents or information as the Township may reasonably require.

	3.2.2 No person shall submit an application for a Sign Permit who is not the Owner or lessee, or the authorized agent of the Owner or the lessee, of the Property upon which the Sign is to be Erected or Displayed.
	3.2.3 No person shall submit false or misleading information or documents to the Township on, or in connection with, any application for a Sign Permit.
	3.2.4 A Sign shall be designed by an architect or professional engineer where it:
	(a) exceeds 7.5 metres in height above the Grade Level;
	(b) is a fascia sign and weighs more than 115 kg; and,
	(c) any one face of the Sign exceeds 10 square metres.
	3.2.5 Where the application for a Sign Permit indicates the proposed location of the Sign will be abutting a Public Road Allowance, the Township, County or Province of Ontario (whomever has jurisdiction over the Public Road Allowance in question) must...

	3.3 Issuance of a Sign Permit
	3.3.1 When a complete application for a Sign Permit has been filed with the Township, the Township may:
	(a) issue the Sign Permit, in accordance with s. 3.3.2 of this By-law;
	(b) issue the Sign Permit with conditions, in accordance with s. 3.3.3 of this By-Law; or,
	(c) refuse to issue the Sign Permit, in accordance with s. 3.3.4 of this By-law.
	3.3.2 A Sign Permit may be issued upon the Township’s satisfaction that all information and documentation received complies with the provisions of this  By-law as well as any other applicable municipal by-laws or provincial or federal legislation or r...
	3.3.3 The Township may impose any reasonable conditions on the Sign Permit that it deems appropriate.
	3.3.4 The Township may, in writing, refuse to issue a Sign Permit if it is determined by the Township that:
	(a) the proposed Sign does not conform to the provisions of this By-law, the Building Code Act, 1992, or any other applicable legislation, regulation or by-law or,
	(b) the proposed Copy to be placed on the Sign could be reasonably found to be profane, offensive, discriminatory or hateful.

	3.4 Expiration of a Sign Permit
	3.4.1 A Sign Permit shall expire after a period of one (1) year from the date of issue, or on such other date as the Township may set out in the Sign Permit.
	3.4.2 A Sign Permit may be renewed by filing a renewal application with the Township, in the form prescribed by the Township, and paying the applicable fee pursuant to the Township’s Fees and Charges By-Law.

	3.5 Revocation of a Sign Permit
	3.5.1 The Township may, in writing, immediately suspend or revoke a Sign Permit issued under the provisions of this By-law if it is determined by the Township that:
	(a) the Sign Permit was issued in error;
	(b) the applicant for the Sign Permit submitted false or misleading information to the Township;
	(c) the Sign was not Erected or Displayed in accordance with the application materials submitted for the Sign Permit; or,
	(d) the provisions of this By-law were not being complied with.
	3.6 Changing Copy on a Sign
	3.6.1 After a Sign Permit has been issued, to change the Copy on a Sign, written permission from the Township shall be required.



	Article 4  SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A SIGN PERMIT
	4.1 Signs Not Requiring a Permit
	4.1.1 Notwithstanding any other provision of this By-law, a Sign Permit is not required for any of the following Signs provided, however, that the subject Signs comply with all other requirements of this By-law, unless otherwise specifically provided:
	(a) an Election Sign;
	(b) a Sign showing exclusively the emblem or insignia of a patriotic, civic, educational, or religious organization;
	(c) a Real Estate Sign or a Real Estate Open House Directional Sign;
	(d) a Directional Sign; and,
	(e) any Sign Erected or Displayed by a Public Authority.
	(f)         a Temporary Personal Sign
	(g)        a Temporary Poster Sign
	(h)        a Window Sign
	(i)         an A-Frame Sign
	(k)        a Construction Site sign
	(l)         painting on a barn
	(m) auction sign

	4.1.2 A Sign Permit shall not be required for any Alterations or Maintenance to a Sign for which a Sign Permit has been issued, provided the Sign is not modified in any other way.


	Article 5  SIGN REGULATIONS
	5.1 Sign Compliance
	5.1.1  Every Sign Owner shall ensure that each Sign, including its Erection, Display, Alteration, and Maintenance, conforms to the following:
	(a) all applicable provisions and regulations of this By-law;
	(b) all applicable municipal, provincial and federal legislation as may be amended from time to time;
	(c) be Erected or Displayed only with the express permission of the Property Owner or lessee, or the authorized agent of the Owner or the lessee, on which the Sign is located; and
	(d) be Erected or Displayed only with the express permission of the Township on lands owned by or controlled by the Township.

	5.2 General Provisions
	5.2.1 Unless otherwise provided in this By-law:
	(a) no more than one (1) Sign shall be permitted per Lot;
	(b) no Signs may be Illuminated;
	(c) no Signs may be Animated;
	(d) no Signs may rotate;
	(e) each Sign may only have a Single Sign Face;
	(f) no Sign shall be Erected or Displayed on, or extend over, a Public Road Allowance or Public Property, without the express written consent of the relevant Public Authority; and,
	(g) no Sign shall be Erected or Displayed in a Daylight Triangle.
	5.2.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this By-law, no part of any Sign shall be Erected closer to any Lot Line than the distance permitted for any Building or Structure in the Zoning By-law, if such distance is the greater.
	5.2.3 The following tables set out the regulations for the various different types of Signs:

	5.3 Regulations for A-Frame Signs
	5.4 Regulations for Awning and Canopy Signs
	5.5 Regulations for Banner or Flag Signs
	5.6 Regulations for Billboard Signs
	5.7 Regulations for Construction Site Signs
	5.8 Regulations for Development Project Signs
	5.9 Regulations for Election Signs
	5.10 Regulations for Fascia Wall Signs
	5.11 Regulations for Ground Signs
	5.12 Regulations for Inflatable Signs
	5.13 Regulations for Portable Signs
	5.14 Regulations for Temporary Personal or Poster Signs
	5.15 Regulations for Projecting Wall Signs
	5.16 Regulations for Real Estate Signs
	5.17 Regulations for Window Signs
	5.18 Electrical Regulations
	5.18.1 Every Sign Owner shall ensure that all electrical Signs conform to the regulations of the Ontario Electrical Safety Authority and the Ontario Electrical Safety Code.
	5.18.2 Every Sign Owner of Signs Erected or Displayed within 3.0m of an Electrical Distribution Line(s) owned by a Public Utility shall ensure that the Approval of the appropriate Public Utility is obtained.

	5.19 Illumination Regulations
	5.19.1   Every Owner of an Illuminated Sign shall ensure that:
	(a) Lights used to Externally Illuminate a Sign shall be arranged to direct lights away from adjacent Lots and Public Road Allowances;
	(b) Flashing Illumination or electronic Animation of Signs, located above a height of 4.5m, shall not be Erected within 60.0m of any residential zone as defined under the Zoning By-law, if such Sign will be directly visible from any point in the resid...
	(c) Electronic Changing Copy Signs shall be programmed to dim the intensity of Illumination during dusk and night hours.

	5.19.2 No Person shall Erect or cause to be Erected Flashing Illumination and Electronic Changing Copy Signs, in which the flashing or changing of Copy occurs at intervals of less than four (4) seconds.

	5.20 Maintenance
	5.20.1 The Sign Owner shall Maintain the Sign, ensure that it remains in good condition, and shall prevent the Sign from becoming unsafe, defective, and/or dangerous.
	5.20.2 Every Sign Owner shall ensure that each Sign is Maintained so that:
	(a) all exposed Sign and Sign Structure surfaces are covered with a durable, weather resistant, protective finish;
	(b) repainting or refinishing is undertaken as often as is necessary to prevent peeling or flaking of paint or corrosion;
	(c) all electric bulbs and tubes are continuously operative;
	(d) all Sign Faces and Sign Structures are kept intact and operative and do not contain deteriorating, peeling, broken, and/or cracked parts; and
	(e) where a Sign Face is required to cover and protect any electrical components, lamps, and/or sign box from weather elements, the Sign Face must remain intact at all times. If a Sign Face is removed for Repair and/or replacement, a Sign Face shall b...


	5.21 Existing Signs
	5.21.1 Every Sign Owner shall ensure that:
	(a) for an Existing Sign, which does not comply with the provisions of this  By-law, changes to or replacement of the Sign Face, Repair of the Sign, including the Sign Structure, and changing of Copy shall be deemed to be permitted provided all dimens...
	(b) replacement of an Existing Sign Structure in whole or in part, except to Repair the Structure, shall be in full compliance with all provisions of this By-law and shall require a Sign Permit; and
	(c) Maintenance and Repair of an Existing Sign shall be in accordance with the provisions of Section 5.20 of this By-law.

	5.22     Deviations to the By-law
	5.22.1  If it is not possible to comply with the provision(s) of the Sign By-law, the applicant                        may apply for a variance to the Sign By-law.
	5.22.2 The applicant must submit a Sign Bylaw Variance Application along with                         the sign variance fee to the Township for approval. The Sign Bylaw Variance                         Application process can be found in Sch...
	5.22.3  Submission of a sign bylaw variance application and payment of fees is no                        guarantee of approval.              5.22.4  Sign Bylaw Variance Application fees are non refundable.
	5.22.5 A non-complying and/or non-conforming sign which existed prior to the passing of            this By-law, shall be considered as lawfully established. The replacement,            reconstruction or repair of a sign is permitted, provided that the...


	a) project more than 1.0 m from the face of the building to which it is attached; and,
	b) have a Clearance of less than 2.4 m above Grade Level
	Article 6  prohibitions and restrictions
	6.1 Signs Prohibited Throughout the Township
	6.1.1 Unless otherwise provided in this By-law, no person shall Erect, Display, or cause to be Erected or Displayed, Signs on or in any of the following:
	(a)       Township road allowance

	6.2 General Safety
	6.2.1 No person shall Erect or Display, or cause to be Erected or Displayed, use, or Maintain any Sign or Sign Structure which, in the opinion of the Township:

	6.3 Traffic Safety
	6.3.1 No Sign, Sign Structure or its other components shall:
	6.3.2 No Changing Copy Area of any Electronic Changing Copy Sign shall be red in colour or be confused with, conflict with or reduce the effectiveness of any traffic control Sign, signal, or device.

	6.4 Sign Restrictions for Adult Entertainment Parlours
	6.4.1 Section 99(2) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, provides that municipalities may pass by-laws respecting the regulation, placement, construction, size, nature, and character of Signs, including regulation of any printed m...
	6.4.2 No Adult Entertainment Parlour Sign shall be Erected or Displayed, or cause to be Erected or Displayed, unless the Sign complies with the provisions of this  By-law.
	6.4.3 No Adult Entertainment Parlour Sign shall be Erected or Displayed except on a Lot where an Adult Entertainment Parlour is lawfully conducting its business.
	6.4.4 No Sign other than a Fascia Wall Sign, Canopy Sign, or Ground Sign shall be Erected or Displayed to identify and/or advertise an Adult Entertainment Parlour.
	6.4.5 No more than one Fascia Wall Sign, Canopy Sign, or Ground Sign having any advertising related to an Adult Entertainment Parlour, shall be permitted per Street Line.
	6.4.6 No Adult Entertainment Parlour Sign shall contain advertising other than the words “Adult Entertainment”, “Adult Entertainment Parlour”, “Adult Video”, “Adult Magazines”, “Adult Pictures”, “Adult Books”, “Adult Film”, “Adult Recordings”, and the...
	6.4.7 No Fascia Wall Sign, or Canopy Sign used or intended to be used to advertise an Adult Entertainment Parlour shall be Erected on a façade above the ground Storey of any Building, and shall not exceed a maximum Sign Face Area of 15.0m2.


	Article 7  ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL OF UNLAWFUL SIGNS
	7.1 Unlawful Signs
	7.1.1 The Township may enter onto property and pull down or remove a Sign or Sign Structure at the expense of the Sign Owner, that is:

	7.2 Penalties
	7.2.1 No Person shall Erect, cause to be Erected, Display, or cause to be Displayed, a Sign or Sign Structure except in accordance with this By-law.
	7.2.2  Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of this By-law is guilty of an offence and upon conviction, is liable to a fine pursuant to the provisions of the Provincial Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.33, as amended, or any successor ther...

	7.3 Notification and Removal of Unlawful Signs
	7.3.1 The Township may serve written notice, by regular first class mail, or personal service, to the Sign Owner for any Unlawful Sign that was Erected or Displayed in contravention of this By-law.
	7.3.2 The written notice shall contain the particulars of the non-compliance with this By-law, a specified time limit in which to effect compliance and either an Order to Comply with the By-law within the time limit specified in the Order to Comply, o...
	7.3.3 When a Sign is not brought into compliance within the specified time limit or where the Sign is not removed in accordance with the Order to Comply, the Township may otherwise direct removal of the Sign without further notice and at the entire ex...

	7.4 Storage and Disposal of Unlawful Signs Removed by the Township
	7.4.1  Any Sign removed by the Township will be stored for a period of not less than thirty (30) days. During this time the Sign Owner or agent may claim the Sign upon:
	7.4.2 A Sign, which has not been claimed by the Sign Owner before the end of the thirty (30) day period, may be disposed of by the Township, without prior notice to the Owner of the Sign and the Township will recover the disposal costs in like manner ...
	7.4.3 At the discretion of the Township, any Sign Erected or Displayed on Public Property and/or on a Public Road Allowance without prior approval of the Township may be removed and disposed of at any time by the Township without notice to the Sign Ow...

	7.5 Recovery of Removal, Storage, and Disposal Costs of Unlawful Signs
	7.5.1  When the Township has removed, stored, or disposed of a Sign, a copy of the unpaid invoice for the costs of removal, storage, or disposal, together, with a statement from the Treasurer, will be sufficient authority to enter the amount of the un...
	(a) the invoice has been sent to the Owner of the Property and/or Owner of the Sign, according to the information contained in the assessment roll, pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Act, 2001 or the Sign Permit; or
	(b) no payment or insufficient payment has been received; or
	(c) payment of the invoice is overdue.


	Article 8  ADMINISTRATION OF THE BY-LAW
	8.1 General Administration
	8.1.1 The Township will be responsible for the administration and enforcement of this By-law on all Public and Private Property within the limits of the Township.
	8.1.2 Every Sign may be subject to the inspection by the Township.
	8.1.3 For any Person who owns, Erects, or Displays a Sign, the provisions of this By-law do not relieve or limit the responsibility or liability of that Person from penalties resulting from personal injury or property damage caused by the placement, D...
	8.1.4 The Township may enter upon any property at any reasonable time to inspect a Sign for the purposes of determining or effecting its compliance with this By-law.
	8.1.5 No Person shall obstruct the Township or any agent of the Township while they are carrying out their duties under this By-law.
	8.1.6 No provision of this subsection shall limit the enforcement by the Township of the provisions of this By-law by any other action or remedy permitted in law.

	8.2 Validity and Severability of the By-Law
	8.2.1 If a Court of competent jurisdiction should declare any section or part of a section of this By-law to be invalid, such section or part of a section of this By-law to be invalid, such section or party of a section shall not be construed as havin...
	8.2.2 Where a provision of this By-law conflicts with the provision of another By-law in force within the Township, the provisions that establish the higher standards to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public shall prevail.

	8.3 Repeal and Transition of the By-Law
	8.3.1 Except as provided by section 8.3.2 of this By-law, By-law Number 58-2002, as amended, is hereby repealed.
	8.3.2 Notwithstanding section 8.3.1 of this By-law, the provisions of By-law No. 58-2002, as amended, shall continue to apply to any Properties in respect to which a Sign Permit has been issued under the said By-law until such Sign Permit has been com...

	8.4 Effective Date of By-Law
	8.4.1 This By-law shall come into force on the day of the final passing thereof.



